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Ramakmshna Pradhan’

ral Asia Summit he Idin New Delhi on 27 January 2022 p,,

The first India-Cenin |
.stone in India- Central Asia relarions. Although the Summ;:

establishe danew muile

was organised in a virtud
hes to its strare€gic neighbours in Central Asia for

[ format. the initiative proved 1o be symbolic of the
impormance India atrac
establishing @ wmprehensne and enduring parmerslup with them. As Indiz
considers the Central Asian Republics as central’ to its vision of an integrated
stable and extended nexghbourhood the inaugural India-Central Asia Summiz,
W Imh also coincided W ith 30 vears of their diplomatic relationship, would kelp

ew Delhi 1o develop strategies for a berier. stron gerand substantive re ::iom_h;‘;
bem een the nwo sides. In this milieu, this article attempis 10 delineate how this
Summit enables the transformation of India’s symbolic and historical riesiniog
substantive, visionary and strategic partnership through increasi’:g trade
economic and connectivity porentials.

Central Asia is a buffer between two nuclear powers — the RussZ
Federation and China. Major geopolitical massifs — the Eurasian. [slam
Chinese, and Indian — intersect here. Central Asia is also the ¢ ceograpis
centre of Asia, where four ancient civilizations — Islam, Buddhism. € hﬂ‘“"—
and Hinduism — meet. The region also critically links to the security of & “
alldthe countries of the world and offers immense opportunities © fei""“;:
izntzfltel;azfdg;?nal players. A vivid reflection of history tells us 3b0§: :.
e betWeenOIS: c;;v;lziagonal cultural, trade and people-10- pmpk o
good portion of India’s ot;r:tral Asia. Events in Central Asid h;\ L.; o
ground for invasions mt!c)) In;ical AiStors: THe kg9 used 1 :w “7”"
strategic thought has been memxa Central Asian dynamics v1s- U Ll
was also a bridge for promoti ioned in Kautilya’s Arzlmsizmrru " oss A

ing Indian commerce and culture 3¢
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