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VISUALISING HUMAN RIGHTS
FROM A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE

Dr. Sambit K Padhi & Subrat Kumar Padhi

Introduction

The struggle for human rights is a part of the human quest for
collective happiness. Modern societies in all parts of the world have
sought wealth and prosperity through the state. People everywhere
have discovered that collective wealth or national prosperity alone do
not secure collective happiness because human collectivity is comprised
of human individuality. Human rights are the most fundamental rights
of human beings. They define relationships between individuals and
power structures, especially the State. Human rights delimit State
power and, at the same time, require States to take positive measures
ensuring an environment that enables all people to enjoy their human
rights.

From a legal standpoint, human rights can be defined as the sum
of individual and collective rights recognized by sovereign States and
enshrined in their Constitutions and in international law. Since the
Second World War, the United Nations has played a leading role in
defining and advancing human rights, which until then had developed
mainly within the nation State. As a result, human rights have been
codified in various international and regional treaties and instruments
that have been ratified by most countries, and represent today the only

- universally recognized value system.

Human rights cover all aspects of life. Their exercise enables women
and men to shape and determine their own lives in liberty, equality
and respect for human dignity. Human rights comprise civil and



