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he ‘Great mutiny
‘which lasted from
may 10t 1857 to
April 1859 was a
deliberate and open challenge to the
legitimacy of the company Raj. Chapaties
and lotus flowers began to calculate

around large parts of India, quoting the
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famous line “Sub lal ho gea hai”, passed
around by people, from town to town
and village to village, as a symbol of the

prophecy and a sign of the coming revolt.

When the 11t and 20t native
cavalry of the Bengal Army assembled in
Meerut on 10t may, they broke rank and
turned on their commanding officers.
They ,then, liberated the 3t regiment and
attacked the FEuropean Cantonment
where they are reported to have killed all
the Europeans they could find, including
women and children and burned their
houses. There is however some
contemporary British accounts that the
suggest that some sepoys escorted their
officer to safety and then rejoined their
mutinous comrades. In Malleson’s words,

It is due to some of them (sepoys) to
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state that they did not to quit Meerut
before they had seen to a place of safety

those officers whom they most respected.

This remark applies specially to the
men of the 11t N.I. who had gone most
reluctantly into the movement. Before
they left, two sipahis is of that regiment
had escorted two ladies with their
children to the carabineer barracks. They

had then rejoined their comrades.!

The rebellion now spread beyond
the armed forces, but it did not result in
complete popular uprising as its leader
had hoped. The Indian side was not
completely unified. While Bahadur Shah
Zafar was restored to the imperial throne,
there was a fraction that wanted the

Maratha rulers to be enthroned as well as
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the Awadhis wanted to retain the powers

that their Nawabs used to have.

The war was mainly centered in the
Northern and the central areas of India.
Delhi, Lucknow, Counpur, Jhansi,
Bareilly, Arrah and Jagdishpur were the
main centres of conflict. Bhojpuriya Fara
and Jagdishpur supporter the main
centers of a conflict. The Bhojpurias of
Arrah and Jagdishpur supported the
Marathas. The Marathas, Rohillas and
Awadhis supported Bahadur Shah Zafar
and were against the Britishers. There was
calls for jithad by some leaders including
the millenarian Ahmdullah Shah, taken up
by the Muslims particularly Muslims
artisans, which caused the British to think
that the Muslims were the main force

behind this event. In Awadh, Sunnie
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Muslim did not want to see a return to
Shiite rule, So they often refused to join
what they a perceived to be a Shia

rebellion.

Rao Tularam of Haryana along with
from Pram Subh Yadav fought with the
British army at Nasibpur and then went
to collect arms from Russia which had
just been in a war with the British in the
Crimea, but he died on the way. When the
tribal leader from Peshawar sent a letter
offering help. The king replied that he
should not come to Delhi because the
treasury was empty and the army had

become uncontrollable.

In January 1857, lotus and chapaties
were circulated in different regiments and

villages in North India and this created a
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sufficient curiosity among the British
officers. The distribution was made in
many cases through the village chaukidars
who thought that all this he was doing
under government instructions. Though
many have tried to connect lotus and
chapatti with the disturbances and
discontentment, yet there is no definite
evidence to link the two. Thus the
contemporary historians have failed to
give any authentic account of both the
origin as well as the purpose of the
chapattis and lotus circulation among the
soldiers. If at all it was a step towards
conspiracy, then that would have become
public at some stage but that has not
happened even up today. According to Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan, “The fact is that even
at the present day we don't know what
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caused the distribution of these

chapattis.”

Subaltern  historiography asserts
that popular initiative shaped the mass
violence that unfolded against the alien
rigime in 1857.2 Rudranshu Mukerjee
goes on to say that the rebels indulged in
actsof symbolic violence. Instances of
popular unrent were symptoms of the

popular hatred and anger.?

Both the rebels and the E 1 C’s
soldiers attacked non-combatants and
private property in an urge to revenge.
For the rebels the prime targets were the
white people, their houses and business
enterprises. According to the calculation
of one of the British officer who fought
in the 1857 mutiny, in the North West
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provinces, about one-fifth of the
European inhabitants were killed by the

mutineers.4

In Delhi, the rebels killed
Europeans and set fire to their houses.>
The mutineers at Delhi destroyed The
Delhi Bank where Europeans kept their

money and burnt all the accounts.

For miles around Allahabad, the
houses belonging to the British were

burnt and their property looted.”

On June 5t 1857 the 37t Infantry
Regiment attacked the Indigo factories of

the British Planters and the house of the

British offices at Jaunpur.®

During August 1857, at Jhansi, the

rebels make a public bonfire of official
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records.?

Both the rebels and the British
inflicted violence on the civilians. Ruse’s
troops attack unarmed Indian civilians. .
H. Sylvester, a medical officer with army

made the following entry on October 25,
1857 in his diary:-

The Consequence was the men off
duty and even some of the native soldiers
but chiefly the the 86 and Artillery was
trightfully drunk having seized the native
liquour shops. Then they commenced
looting killing everything black, old man,
young women and children! This of the
course was to deplored but I had
anticipated this. They shouted Kanpur
Delhi, and down  they  went.

(Indecipherable) says he saw a room full
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of dead women with children sucking
and their breasts. Other woman brought
out dead, children supplicating for

mercy”’.10

When James Neill with the Madras
Fusiliers marched from Banaras to
Allahabad, he systematically executed
6,000 Indian. The men killed where
shopkeepers, artisans, peddlers and
porters. They were hanged on the
branches of the tree. The favorite phrase
among the white soldiers was ‘to bag the
niggers’. The objective was to frighten the
people into submission and tranquility.
The dead bodies hanging at the market
places and roads were visible symbols of
British authority. When the stench
became too much the dead bodies were

dumped on the carts and disposed of.!!
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For survival both the British troops
as well as the rebels looted the civilians, a
teature which was absent in the pre-1857
warfare in India. On June 12, 1857, the
situation was desperate for the rebels
inside Delhi. They were left with only

three days provisions.!?

The emergence of people’s war
allowed the women in the India to come
out of the purdah in order to direct
public affairs. The participation of
women in watrfare of India before 1857
was very limited. In 1857 the most
famous female warlord to emerge on the
Indian side was Wajid Ali’s beautiful,
Begum Hazrat Mahal. In 1856, when
Wajid Ali Shah was deposed by the
British and left Lucknow for Kolkata, she

remained in Awadh Independent of the
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British and to place her Son Bijris Qadar
on the throne. Hazrat Mahal though no
battlefield commander was first grade
strategist and good administrator.!> She

never surrendered and ultimately died in
Nepal in 1879. 14

Frequently, the fair sex did not get
a fair deal from the men in arms. On
March 12, 1858 Arthur Lang, a young
engineer officer who participated in the
Lucknow Campaign made the following
entry in his journal,” our men killed
native women also”.1> The women played
a very important role in strengthening
morale , sustaining the home front and in
vital non-combat jobs associated with
armies’,i.e providing food, munitions and

other logistical back up. 16
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C.A Bayly writes that at least in
some portions of India, the rebellion
assumed the promotions of a patriotic
revolt.!” In mid - 19th century India, a
complex compound between religion,
caste and racial feelings gave rise to anti-
gora log (white men) nationalism among
large chunks of Hindus and Muslims in
north India. The rebels to a great - extent
relied on mobilizing the Indians on the
issue of religion. The Civilian bureaucrat
George Clurck was quite right in asserting
before the peel commission which was
set up in 1859 to ascertain the cause
behind 1857 uprising) that religious
fanaticism played an important role in the
1857 rebellion.!® on June 6, 1837 a group
of 50 sowars and 300 sepoys led by
Bakshi Alj, the jail daroga, in Jhansi raised
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the cry of ‘deen ki jai’ (victory of religion
19 when the 3t Cavalry entered Delhi,
they shouted ‘Deen Deen’. And they were
followed by excited Muslim mobs.?0 The
Rani of Jhansi utilized the issue of
religion for gaining recruits to her
standard. The Rani used religious
mendicants to fan the embers of religious

hatrted among the people.?!

On Jan 2, 1858, Nana’s chief
lieutenant  issued  the  following
proclamation from Kalpi : “My master
Sreemunt Maharaja Peshwa Bahadur at
the sacrifice of every ease and comfort as
well as of his wealth, property etc. Has
tor the purpose of defending the relation
both of the Hindus and Muslim prepared
himself to slaughter the followers of

Christ as they are the enemies of the faith

313 JMATET T I FRIedd



of the Muslims and Hindus. The said
Maharaja has, by waging a war with the
Christians,put several of them to the
sword and has resolved not to refrain
himself from killing them as long as
breathes his living air, and to annihilate at
once the people of this race now in
India.22 On September 19, 1857 at the
Thana Bhaon about ten miles from Sham
tee the rebels numbering 3,000 hosted the
traditional green flag of the Muslims. The
rebels projected the idea that they were
tighting for Islam against the heretics. As
a result, three dufadors and 13 Sowars
(who were Muslim from Haryana) of the

tirst Punjab Cavalry deserted.??

Rumour  being the  principal
subaltern means of communication

played an important role in mobilization
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of the insurgents. The rumor was
circulating among the men that white
troops where killing Indian women in an

act of vengeance.?*

The Begum of Avadh deliberately
spread rumours in order to encourage last
ditch resistance among the rebels. The
British were not free from the effect of
rumour. In mid May 1857, a rumour
circulated among the British inhabitants
of Lucknow that the rebels were
exposing the dead bodies of the British
soldiers in the streets of Delhi. Instead of
giving a Christian burial to dead white
soldiers the British believed that the

rebels were heaping abuse on their dead

bodies.?>

Among the white women, there
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was an upsurge of raw emotions. On May
16, 1857 a British lady residing in
Lucknow noted in her Journal. You can
only rule these Asiatics by fear, if they are

not afraid: they snap their fingers at you.

One the sources of rumour among
the inhabitants of India was the Free
Press. In 1857 the press, by modern day
standard, sold showed some signs of
behaving ‘irresponsibly’. In May, 1857,
the papers published in Persian language
encouraged the Muslims inhabitants of
the city to fight the Firangis’. One gets a
glimpse of functioning of the English
news papers from a letter written by a
Scot from Punjab. In a letter dated May
30,1857 he writes,” From the newspapers
you will hear horried account of Delhi

affair but the one half will never be
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published. The brutes oiled over and set
fire to one lady, killed children at the
breast and 50 ladies and children who got
into the palace of the king, who the rascal
was put on the throne by us, and has
recetved 12,000 sterling pounds a month
of pension for years, were after remaining
there five days stripped naked paraded
through the crowded streets of the
largest city in India in that state, under a
burning sun and then killed with spears
slowly and in cold-blood ladies and
children who never knew what it was

before to walk a mile.26

After the recapture of Lucknow in
March 1858, the rebels spread all over
North India and conducted sporadic low-
level warfare against the British. This
prolonged attritional struggle forced the
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British to mobilize additional manpower.
In Awadh, where the Anti-British bias
among the high caste was most intense,
the British raised several Levies mainly
composed of low and middle castes. The
British also mobilized “wild tribes”
during the emergency. However the total
number of low caste and tribes inducted
in the irregular units of the British-Indian
Army was much lower than the member

of regular soldiers.

Violence inflicted by both the rebel
and the British against each other and
frequently on the non-combatants and
civil society had an instrumental function.
Infliction of large scale violence was
necessary to destroy the financial and
demographic potential of the enemy and

also affect their morale. So, there was
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nothing uniquely colonial about savagery
against non-combatants displayed by the
both British and the rebels during 1857-
59. The brutalization of combat was due
to 1deological commitments on both
sides. The rebels were motivated by a
‘mix’ of religion and caste pride that
constituted a sort of pre-modern

nationalism.
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he press and journalism
have the ability to bring
about a change in
thought and

environment. ... be it the first revolution
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of independence in 1857 or the complete
independence movement after that,
which got independence in 1947. The
Indian press has played a dominant role
in both these major movements. After
independence on 15th August 1947, the
whole scenario of Indian thinking of
changed, which was to happen. The
ended struggle for independence caught
the direction of new awakening and new
construction. Obviously, journalism itself
had to accept this challenge. Journalism
handled this responsibility very well and
made all the questions raised during the
freedom struggle-social, economic,
cultural, political etc., made them the
centre of contemplation in the context of

its civilization, tradition and modernity.
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INTRODUCTION

On 29th January 1780, James
Augustan Hickey brought out the first
Indian newspaper, the Bengal Gazette in
English from Calcutta. Its motto was -
Open to all yet not influenced by anyone.
Hickey had to become the wrath of the
East India Company for his bold conduct
and sticking to his discretion. Hickey was
rewarded for his harsh criticism of the
Hastings government in the form of
prison torture. Hickey declared his own
purpose - I enjoy binding my body to the
freedom of my mind and spirit. The
newspaper began with a declaration of
rebellion. Hickey was the first journalist
in India who fought with the British

government for the freedom of the press.
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CONTINUATION OF
MOVEMENT WITH ENGLISH
DAILIES BEFORE 1900

The hickey tradition was enriched
by Willlam Humani, a North American
native. The Bengal General, published in
1765, that was pro-government, began to
criticize the government after Humani
became editor in 1791. Terrified by
Humani's  aggressive  posture, the
government expelled him from India.
James  Buckingham  published The
Calcutta General of English from
Calcutta on 2 October 1818. He was a
tierce critic of government policies.
Pandit Ambika Prasad wrote that the
freedom and generosity of  this

newspaper was not seen in any paper

before. The Calcutta General had left
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behind the Anglo-Indian newspapers of
that time in propaganda. In two years, the
membership of this newspaper, worth
one rupee, had exceeded one thousand.
James Buckingham was considered a
symbol of freedom of the press. He was
deported to the country in 1823.
However, going to England, he took out
the Oriental Herald, in which he
continued to campaign against Indian
problems and the continuation of the
tule of India in the hands of the
Company.

After the Indian Council Act of
1961, the political consciousness that
emerged in the upper strata of society
increased the number of newspapers in

both Indian and non-Indian languages.
Pioneer at Allahabad in 1865, the Times
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of India in Bombay in 1861, the Madras
Mail in 1868, the Calcutta Statesman in
1875 and the Civil and Military Gazetteer
at Lahore in 1876. All these English
dailies continued during the British rule.
The Times of India often supported the
policies of the British government.
Pioneer favoured the landowner and
moneylender elements and the Madras
Mail favoured the European commercial
community. The Statesman criticized
both the government and the Indian
nationalists. The Civil and Military
Gazette was a paper of British orthodox
views.  Famous  newspapers  like
Statesman, Times of India Civil and
Military Gazette Pioneer and Madras Mail
supported the policies and program of

the British government and governance.
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Amrit Bazar Patrika, Bombay
Chronicle, Bombay Sentinel,Hindustan
Times,Hindustan  Standard,Free Press
General, National Herald, National Kal
Lakshya was a reputed nationalist daily
and weekly paper published in English.
The Hindu leader Indian Social Reformer
Modern Review gave expression to the
spirit of liberal nationalism. The policies
and programs of the Indian National
Congress were given critical support by
the national newspapers and liberal
papers. Dawn was a supporter of the
ideas of the Muslim League. Student
organizations of the country had their

own papers such as Student and Saath.

Surendranath Banerjee, the national
leader of India, published and edited the
Bengali (English) paper in 1874. He was
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accused of disobedience to the court for
an article printed in it. He was sentenced
to two months' imprisonment. Bengali
propagated the ideas of the liberal party
of Indian political ideology. On the
advice of Surendranath Banerjee, Dayal
Singh Majithia founded the English daily
Tribune in Lahore in 1877. This was an
influential newspaper of the liberal
national ideology of Punjab. During the
administration of Lord Lytton, public
sentiments were hurt due to some
government work, which increased
political discontent and increased the
number of newspapers. In 1878, Veer
Radhvachari and other patriotic Indians
tounded the English Weekly ‘Hindu’ in
Madras. From 1889 it got the status of a
daily. Hindu's outlook was liberal.
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Nonetheless, it criticized the politics of
the Indian National Congress as well as
supported it. National consciousness also
spread in the field of social reform. The
Indian Social Reformer English weekly
was established in Bombay in 1890. Its
main goal was social reform. In 1899,
Satchidanand Sinha founded the English
monthly Hindustan Review. The political
and ideological outlook of this paper was
liberal.

AFTER 1900

In 1900 G.A. Nateshan started the
publication of Indian Review from
Madras and in 1907 Ramanand Chatterjee
started the publication of Modern
Review from Calcutta. The Modern

Review has proved to be the country's
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most popular English monthly. In this,
articles were published on social, political,
historical and scientific subjects and news
of work was also done on the topic of
international events. It often supported
the right wing in the Indian National
Congtress. In 1913, under the editorship
of B. G. Harniman, Firozeshah Mehta
brought out the Bombay Chronicle. In
1918, the Servants of India Society, under
the editorship of Srinivasa Shastri, started
bringing out its mouthpiece, the Servants
of India. It analysed and presented
solutions to the problems of the country
from a liberal national perspective. It

ceased publication in 1939.

In 1919, Gandhi edited ‘Young
India’ and through it propagated his
political ~ philosophy, programs and
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policies. After 1933, he also started
publishing ‘Harijan’ (weekly published in
many languages). Pandit Motilal Nehru
started the publication of
‘Independent’  (English  daily) from
Allahabad in 1919. The leaders of the
Swaraj Party started the publication of
‘Hindustan Times’ (English daily) in
Delhi in 1922 under the editorship of
KM Pannekar to promote the program
of the party. It was during this period that
the publication of the English nationalist
daily People was started from Lahore as a

result of Lala Lajpat Rai’s efforts.

After 1923, gradually socialist,
communist ideas started spreading in
India. The Marathi weekly ‘Kranti’ was a

mouthpiece of the Workers and Peasant
Party of India. The Spark and New Spark
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(English  weekly)  were  published,
respectively, under the editorship of MG
Desai and Lester Hutchinson of the
Meerut Conspiracy Case. Their aim was
to propagate Marxism and to provide
support to the independent political and
economic  struggles  of  national
independence and peasant workers.
Between 1930 and 1939, the workers'
peasant movements expanded and grew
in strength. Socialist communist ideas
developed among the youth of Congtress.
The Congress Socialist Party thus
published the Congress Socialist in the
form of an official paper. The major
papers of the Communists were the
National Front and later the People's War.
These were both English weekly papers.

MN Roy's views were different from
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official communism. He formed his own
party whose mouthpiece was

Independent India.

JOURNALISM SHATTERING
LANGUAGE BARRIER

Raja Rammohan Roy published the
Bengali paper ‘Samvad Kaumudi’ from
Calcutta in 1821. In 1822, a Persian-
language letter, ‘Mirat-ul-Akhbar’ and
English-language magazine, was brought
out. Raja Rammohan Roy brought out
the Bangla Herald in English. In 1829
tfrom Calcutta, ‘Bangdoot’ was published
which was published in Bangla Persian
Hindi and English languages. Samvad
Kaumudi and Mirat-ul-Akhbar were the
first publications of a clear progressive

national and democratic trend in India.
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These were the main papers for the
promotion of social reform and critical
debate on religious-philosophical
problems. The basic spirit behind the
publication of all these papers of Raja
Rammohan Roy was only to present such
intellectual essays before the public which
could increase their experience and prove
helpful in social progress. These papers
aimed at providing proper introduction to
the rulers about the conditions of the
common  people and  acquainting
common people with the legal system
established by their rulers so that
governance can  give maximum
convenience to the people. Journalism
sought that people should be aware of
the means by which they could get

protection from the rulers and their just
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demands could be fulfilled. In December
1823, Raja Ram Mohan Roy wrote a letter
to Lord Ambherst requesting him to make
arrangements for the spread of English
education so that by adopting English,
the Indians could become aware of the
activities of the world and understand the

importance of liberation.

Vishnu Shastri Chiplanakar and
Lokmanya Tilak together brought out
‘Kesari’ in Marathi and ‘Maratha’ weekly
papers in English from 1 January 1881.
Tilak and his companions said in the
announcement of the publication of the
paper — “It is our firm determination that
we will discuss every subject objectively
and what will be true from our point of
view. Undoubtedly, the tendency of

sycophancy in British pride is increasing
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in India today. All honest people will
accept that this trend is undesirable and
against the interest of the public. The
articles which will be published in this
proposed newspaper (Kesari) will be
according to their name.” Kesari and
Maratha spread public consciousness in
Maharashtra and made a golden
contribution in the history of the national
freedom movement. They taught the
Indian people the lesson of being
courageous, fearless and devoted to the
country by rising from the tendency of
oppressed and submissive side. Only one
thing used to emerge — ‘Swarajya is my
birth-right’. In 1896 there was a severe
famine in which thousands of people
died. At this time an epidemic of plague
broke out in Bombay. The British
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government called in the army to handle
the situation. The army  started
conducting  house-to-house  searches
which created anger among the public.
Tilak, incensed by this arbitrary behaviour
and carelessness, strongly criticized the
government through Kesari. He was
sentenced to 18 months imprisonment

for his article in Kesari.

Gandhiji  published the Indian
Opinion weekly paper on 4 June 1903.
From whose single issue six columns
were published in English, Hindi, Tamil,
Guyjarati languages. At that time Gandhiji
lived in South Africa. He started
publication of Young India in English
and Navjeevan in Hindi-Gujarati from
July 1919. Through these papers, he
conveyed his ideas to the public. His
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personality had cast a spell on the public.
People were ready to die on his voice.
Mahatma  Gandhi's  thoughts  were
published every week in these papers.
However, they were closed due to lack of
public opinion due to the laws passed by
the British rule. Later, he published
Harijan in English and Harijan Sevak in
Hindi and Haribandhu in Gujarati and
continued to print these newspapers till

independence.

In 1868, a Bengali weekly, Amrit
Bazar Patrika was started with the joint
effort of Hemendra Kumar Ghosh,
Shishir Kumar Ghosh and Motilal Ghosh
tfrom the small village of Amrit Bazar in
Bengal. Later from Calcutta it began to
be published in both Bengali and English
languages. It was made a fully English
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weekly to avoid the Vernacular Press Act
of 1878. It started publication in 1891 as
an English daily. Amrit Bazar Patrika
propagated strong national ideas and has
been a very popular nationalist paper.
This paper also got suppressed due to
bitter criticism of government policies.
Many of its editors also faced prison
sentences. When the British government
traudulently removed Raja Pratap Singh
from the throne in Kashmir and wanted
to take over Kashmir, this magazine
protested so fiercely that the government
had to return the kingdom to Raja Pratap
Singh.

Azimullah Khan, the leading leader
of the freedom movement, started the
‘Payame Azadi Patra’ from Delhi on 8th
February 1857. Like Sholay, with his

IS &1 3d e 342



sharp and stunning voice, he filled the
feeling of freedom in the public.
Frightened by this paper, which survived
for a short time, the British government
left no stone unturned to close it. The
British government was so terrified by
the Payame Azadi that anyone who found
a copy of this letter was shot as a traitor
and a rebel. Others had to face
government torture. Its copies were
confiscated, yet it continued to spread
awareness. Jagdish Prasad Chaturvedi has
written, “As far as the revolutionary
movement is concerned, the
revolutionary movement of India started
with newspapers not with guns and
bombs.”  Varindra ~ Ghosh's  paper
Yugantar was indeed an epoch-making

paper. No one could know who was the
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editor of this letter. Many persons
declared themselves the editors of the
paper from time to time and went to jail.
The paper was closed by enacting a
repressive law. Chief Justice Sir Lawrence
Jackson wrote about the ideology of this
Paper, “Fach line of it drips malice
against the British. In every word the
excitement for revolution is reflected.” In
an issue of Yugantar, it was also told how
to make a bomb. Its value was on the last
issue published in 1909 - Firangadi
Kancha Matha (Firangi's immediately

severed head).

MULTIPLE LANGUAGE
NEWSPAPERS

Both Hindus and Muslims had

understood the danger of communalism.
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They had known  known  that
communalism was an effective weapon of
the 1imperialists. The fight against
communal disharmony was intensified
through journalism. In view of the
danger of linguistic separatism, papers
were published in more than one
language. In which the number of

bilingual papers was great.

Hindi, Urdu, Sanskrit, Bangla
Papers

Mazharul Sarur, Bharatpur 1850;
Payame Azadi, Delhi 1857; Gyan
Pradayini, Lahore 1866; Jabalpur News,
Prayag 1868; Sarishte Taleem, Lucknow
1883; Radputana Gazetteer, Ajmer 1884;
Bundelkhand Newspaper, Lalitpur 1870,
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Sarvahit Karak, Agra 1865; Khair
Khwahe Hind, Mirzapur 1865; Jagat
Samachar, Prayag 1868; Jagat Aashna,
Agra 1873; Hindustani, Lucknow 1883;
Parcha Dharmsabha Farrukhabad 1889;
News Sudha Varsha, Hindi and Bengali,
Calcutta 1854; Hindi Prakash, Hindi Urdu
Gurmukhi, Amritsar  1873; Maryada
Paripati Samachar, Sanskrit, Hindi, Agra
1873. In 1846, the Indian San, published
from Calcutta, also came out in five
languages like Hindu Harold, Hindj,
Persian, English, Bengali and Urdu.
Nagpur Gazette was published in Hindj,
Urdu, Marathi from Nagpur in 1870.
Bangdoot Bangla was published in
Persian Hindi and English languages.
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Gujarati Papers

Fardoon ji Marjban, the pioneer of
the indigenous press in Bombay, started
Bombay Samachar in Gujarati in 1822,
which still comes out in the form of a
daily paper. In 1851, two more Gujarati
papers Rast Goftar and Akhbare
Saudagar were established in Bombay.
Dadabhai Naoroji edited Rast Goftar.
This was an influential newspaper in the
Gujarati language. In 1831, PM Motibala
from Bombay started the Gujarati paper

Jame Jamshed.

Papers in Marathi

Mumbai Samachar, the first Marathi
paper was started in 1840 under the
editing of Suryaji Krishnaji. In 1842,
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Krishnaji Timbakji Ranade published
Gyan Prakash Patra from Poona. In 1879
-80, Marathi weekly paper Subodh Sindhu
from Burharanpur was published by
Lakshman Anant Prayagi. Even Hindi
newspapers and magazines in central
India were developed only with the help
of Marathi letters.

CONCLUSION

The vernacular press saw various
difficulties and hurdles in its way but not
stopped its political awareness and
freedom struggle until got independence
for India in 1947 from the British
Imperialism. With the increasing number
of newspapers, the government became
accountable. Therefore, it brought into

action several acts in order to suppress
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the press. Freedom of the press was of
utmost importance as it was a powerful
tool to propagate political ideas. The
Government came up with the
Vernacular Press Act, 1878 in order to
control seditious writing and strong
public opinion which was spreading
disaffection towards the then
Government. Section 124 A was already in
existence to tackle any form of sedition
but the introduction of critical acts like
the Vernacular Press Act led to a further
restriction on freedom of press and
freedom of speech in British India.
Nonetheless, various difficulties and
hurdles were overcome by the vernacular
press but it did not stop it to propagate
freedom struggle and political awareness

until India got Independence in 1947.
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LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

Limitation of the study is that of
statistical data. This research paper was
based on largely qualitative and
theoretical ~ research ~ methodologies.
Without survey this research paper did
not, for the most part, yield statistically

significant results.
FUTURE RESEARCH

The limitations of this research
paper points towards topics to be
addressed in the future. Additional tools
should be designed to ensure exact
tindings about English journalism and
vernacular press and their role in freedom
struggle. Quality research should be done
and it must aim towards devising correct

methodology and proper survey.
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t is right to say that Indian
Writing in English discusses
about the social, political,
and religious problems of
India as Gandhiji discusses about the

distressed and exploited lower caste in
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Hindu society. Through his discussion, he
aimed to eliminate scarcity, caste
discrimination, and untouchability from
Indian society. My present article exposes
importantly the effect of Mahatma
Gandhi on the village of Kanthapura.
One may see that Kanthapura is the
microcosm of the Indian customary
culture and what occurred in Kanthapura
was also simultaneously occurring in
India during the period from1919-1930.
It is not considered only a radical novel,
but also a novel which deals with socio-
religious and financial revolution during
the battle for individuality. In the novel
Kanthapura, one may see that Moorthy
tracks Gandhit’s principle and thought of
non-violence, Satyagraha. He also follows

Gandhian opinions on untouchability and

355 JMATET T I FRIedd



casteism etc. Therefore, the present novel
can be considered as Gandhi-epic. We
can see that it is Gandhi who awakened
national wakening in Indians with his non
-violent fight for liberty movement which
was supported by disobedience and civil
disobedience movement in Kanthapura
village. One may see that Gandhi’s
powerful temperament ahishis thought is
sensed far and wide in the novel. It is
another matter that Gandhi doesn’t
perform in this novel individually, but the
plot of the novel rotates around his

philosophy.

We cannot forget the contribution
of Gandhi ji, who made a tremendous
effort, to get freedom from British
clutches. His thought planned a mass-

based radical and social upheaval
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throughout 1920 to 1940. The arrival of
Gandhian beliefs through the
countrywide Gandhian activities made a
particularly  profound influence on
fictional novelists of the time, particularly
those scripts in English. The period of
1930s 1s also noticeable by the arrival of
the three innovative novelists Mulk Raj
Anand, R.K. Narayan and Raja Rao
whose contribution to Indian writing in
English has been gigantic. Gandhian
philosophy is demonstrated in diverse

practices in their novels.

Gandhian thoughts and philosophy
delivered them a national background and
the revelation of a society on the
interchange to radical liberty and socio-
economic rebuilding. Knowledgeably and

mystically, it encouraged them to search
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for a new individuality, a subtle
combination of the customary and the
contemporary. One may see that in the
1930s the influence of Gandhi and his
philosophy was massive. It was Gandhi ji
who effected millions of people in India
in changing steps. It is stimulating to
realize how Gandhi ji used conviction and
vindicated radical and social
accomplishment on “appropriate
philosophical surroundings”. One may
get that Gandhi ji made action part of
man’s dharma relating it to the thinking
of Karma yoga of the ‘Gita’. According
to Gandhi ji
philosophical world only through his

man can influence the

b

action. It means that we should act
instead of speaking. Here, one may see

that it is this sanctity of Gandhian beliefe,
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which highlighted the habituation of
mortal attention through device of the
undesirable sides of one’s self, primary to
deliverance and power that fascinated
Raja Rao. Now it is from this viewpoint
that Rao observes Gandhiji and it is in
these relations only that his novels record
the influence of Gandhian beliefs . Raja
Rao is called “a child of Gandhian age’
He was greatly influenced by the ideology
of the Gandhi ji. In ‘Kanthapura’, Raja
Rao gives microscopic picture of the
Indian freedom movement during 1930s.
We can see that in this novel the period
between Gandhi ji’s Dandi March in 1930
to Gandhi-Irwin pact in 1931 has been
covered. It can be understood that the
influence of Gandhian belief on the

village of India itself is the main topic of
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this novel. In this regard, one may find
Iyenger’s remark justified as he concludes

the theme “Gandhi and our village”.

It is clear that Raja Rao wisely
discovers the Gandhian principles of
amorous one’s foes, non-violence and
elimination of caste based discrimination
in this novel. ‘Kanthapura’, is Rao’s first
novel in which he endeavored an
assessment of the struggles made by the
Indians under the guidance of Gandhi ji
to conquer radical and social liberty. It
can be imagined that hanging between
hope and dejection, people of even
ambiguous places were making struggles
to eliminate deficiency, illiteracy and
oppression. Inspired by this Raja Rao, a
thoughtful writer to pen this novel. It is

surprising that even such an unfamiliar
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village named as Kanthapura, there one
may see that the wave of national
ismbrushed hard taking in its fold males,
women folk and youngsters. It can be said
rightly that Mahatma Gandhi had
transformed the whole nation into a
group of non-violent liberty — troops.
Raja Rao as a novelist favors to deal with
him through a local figure who seems to

be his demonstrative.

In this way, we can see that
Moorthy, the protagonist of the novel
does the same wonder in Kanthapura.
That’s why he has been regarded as
Gandhiji’s exact devotee in Kanthapura.
Therefore People of Kanthapura use to
say, “He is our Gandhi”. He 1s the saint
of the village. He 1s a social campaigner, a

satyagrahi, and the forerunner of the non
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-violent program in Kanthapura. As a
consequence of it, the unaware,
uneducated people of the village fall into
the liberty fight with incredible zeal and
make utmostmartyrs for the

abundantroot.

It is quite right to say that Mahatma
Gandhi’s movement was not only radical
but it is also social. Because it has three
parts such as spiritual, communal and
tinancial. All these three parts are
revealed in the actions cartied out in
Kanthapura. We can see that it is
Gandhiji who required his admirers to
have a stable belief in God and exercise
the weapons of truth and non-violence.
Therefore, it is observed that the people
of Kanthapura are intensely spiritual and

persist non-violently in the face of the
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worst police massacres. We can observe
that Gandhi ji’s communal programmes
included Harijan uplift, liberation of
women folk and elimination of illiteracy.
In this particular novel, we see that the
people of Kanthapura are extremely
spiritual as a result all their doings get
inspired with conviction. Actually, the
first important proposal that they should
track Gandhiji and battle against British
came from a Harikatha of Jayaramchar in
the Kanthapurishwari  temple. The
foundation of cooperative determination
which later took the form of liberty
movement was the establishment of this
temple. It was Moorthy who proposed
that they should construct a temple.
Afterwards, the boys construct the temple
by their individual labors and it is blessed
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by Bhatt, the first Brahmin. As a result of
it, there occur spiritual festivals,
harikathas and hyms conducted by
Moorthy and his friends in the novel. It is
fascinating to note that Gandhian beliefs
reach the wvillagers through Harikathas
recited by Jayaramachar. He suggested
that Gandhiji’s three-fold programme was
linked to the three eyes of Lord Shiva. If
we throw light on the life of Gandh ji we
can imagine the eradication of British
rule in the same way Krishna and Rama
eradicated the Kaliya and Ravana (British
rule) respectively and liberated Sita
(Bharata). In this way we can say that the
tradition of Harikathas was the initiation
of effort toward liberty in Kanthapura.
Understanding the whole matter, the

Brithsh terminated Jayaramachar and
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allowed the posting of Bade Khan in
Kanthapura. Moorthy like Gandhi orates
the messages of comradeship, fairness,
and elimination of caste discrimination. It
is seen that the village is Hindu and
stratified on accustomed caste-practice.
There are differences between the Upper
caste Brahmins and the Lower caste non-
Brahmins. One may see a strong bay
between these peoples. We can see that
there is almost no social communication
beyond the inevitable economic relations.
Moorthy attempts to eliminate caste
discrimination. Therefore he approaches
to Kanthapura with the message of the
Gandhi ji and says “...... there, is neither
caste nor clan nor family.....One should
not marry early, one should allow widows

to take husbands and Brahmin might
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marry a Pariah and a Pariah a Brahmin.”

Gandhi ji  confronted  the
foundation of Hindu social construction
i.e. the caste-system and that’s why
Brahmins were cautious of him because
they understand that their devolved
benefits were always at stake. We can see
that Bhatt, a Brahman stood against
Gandhiji’s Bhajans and other social
programmes because he realized that he
could create more money by capturing
property of the deprived in the form of
lands under the British regime. That’s why
he gave them loans on their lands. For
this purpose he tries his best to puzzle
the unfamiliar inhabitants as he says that
Gandhiji’s business “is Nothing but
weaving coarse hand-made cloth, not fit

tor a mop, and bellowing out Bhajans and
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Bhajans, and mixing with the Pariahs”.
(Kanthapura, p.42). The whole vision of
Gandhiji can be seen in Moorthy’s vision
who exhibited in his actions to convey
harmony, fairness and self-esteem. This is
the reason why he considers constructing
a thousand-pillared temple, lodging a
pariah and a priest. It can be seen as he
says “Whether Brahmin or Bangle-seller,
Pariah or priest, we are all one, one as the
mustard seed in a sack of mustard seeds,
equal in shape and hue and all....We are
yoked to the same plough.” Nay Moorthy
also appeals them to be silent as he again
says: “and the Brahmin heart and the
weaver heart and pariah heart seemed to
beat one beat of Shiva dancing.”” But
when Gandhiji was arrested by the British

and when the conch is carried, people
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(13

come “... the pariahs and the weavers
and the potters all seemed to feel they
were of one caste, one breath.”” And

[13

when Moorthy proclaims as “.....there
shall be neither Brahmin nor Pariah.” It
can be seen how Ratna conveys the
woman colleagues to such a point where
concerns of caste and colour dissolve. As
it is observed in the statments: “We are
some secret brotherhood in some
Himalayan cave.” It is Rangamma who
sees him as the saint of Kanthapura and
says,'Moorthy, the good, Moorthy, the
religious and Moorthy, the noble. We can
also see that Advocate Shankar discovers
no enhanced Gandhist than Moorthy.
While goldsmith Nanjundia determines
moral potentials in him: “Our Moorthy is

like gold-the more you heat it the purer it
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comes out from the crucible.”

We can say that Moorthy is like a
revolution persuading all the settlements.
It is because of his nobleness of heart,
truthfulness of action, devotion to the
nation’s cause and social distresses; all
people are brushed by him. If Range
Gowda had joined him parting with his
Patelship, like advocate Shankar who
tfollows his act in Gandhian approach. So
it is says that his decent influence upon
Rangamma and Ratna, both decent
savages. Still there are pariahs like
Rachanna, Madanna, and a crowd of
coolies who have come down to the
ground of coffee domain traditional from
the catchment area of Godavari in
Andhra Pradesh. Meantime, Moorthy

continued his teaching programme at the
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Pariah night school to circulate Gandhiji’s
philosophies. He kept on teaching the
Pariahs. He also visited the Sheffington
Coffee Estate to explain the coolies the
art of knitting. Apart from this he
demonstrate esthem letters, alphabets,
grammar, arithmetic and Hindi. Moorthy
opines that Hindi must be the national
language and delightedly explains it to
others. As a supporter of Gandhian
philosophy, it is Raja Rao who trusts that
“the future of the world is in Gandhism.”
In this way we see that Moorthy attains
divine command in his very first get-
together with Gandhi, who
predominantly gives training to him in his
radically liberal philosophy. It can be seen
as he says, “There is in it something of

the silent communion of the ancient
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books.”(Kanthapura,52) He  sacredly
comes under the impact of Gandhian
philosophy and determines: “There is but
one force in life and that is truth, and
there is but one love on life and that is the
love of mankind, and there is but one
God 1n life and that is the god of all”. (52
-53). We can see the similar point of view
in Jayaramchar who also pronounces the
philosophy of Gandhi. As he says: “Fight,
says he, but harms no soul. Love all, says
he, Hindu, Mohammedan, Christian or
Pariah, for all are equal before God. Don’t
be attached to riches, says he, for riches
create passions, and passions create
attachment and attachment hides the face
of truth. Truth must you tell, he says, for
Truth 1s God and, verily, it is the only
God I know.”22
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Therefore, to conclude we can say
that Raja Rao’s Kanthapura is a real
depiction of Gandhian philosophy and
thoughts. It can be justified through the
representation of Moorthy, Jayaramachar,
and other chatracters who were showing
their staunch belief in Gandhian
philosoohy and thoughts. Raja Rao’s
Kanthapura characterizes the Gandhian
philosophy of non-violence and the

elimination of untouchability.
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ust when the cry for
Independence pealed
throughout India, the woman
question also found itself

hurled on the centre stage of events. A
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simultaneous cry for freedom from the
stifling shackles of patriarchy deepened
and Indian feminism came to life. The
first and the second wave of Indian
Feminism  saw  light during the
Independence era. Closely knit with
nationalism, many women writers also
stood for the country. Issues of
motherhood and motherland intersected
in the lives of women. The paper
attempts to trace the development of
Indian feminism through the lens of the

writings of these early feminists.

The dawn of India’s Independence
tore through the thick night of
Imperialism  after an  overstretched
grapple between the Self and the Other,
the Ruler and the Ruled and the Self and
the Self. But the face-off wasn’t easy. It
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was an era of political, spiritual, social
pandemonium and unrest nudging on a
whole country to a dawn of freedom and
transformation. ~ As  the cry for
Independence became louder, literature
became a potent tool in the hands of
treedom fighters and activists who used it
to represent the volatile ideas of the day

and nationalism became a dominant tone.

Nationalism can  be  broadly
understood as a feeling of loyalty towards
one’s own nation. It is this question of
what is a nation? that still confounds
many scholars. Nation could be mobilised
on geographical, cultural, racial, religious
or even language-based factors and yet
transcend the boundaries of these factors.
Perhaps it is best to define nation, just as

Benedict Anderson does, as an imagined
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community. It is an identity marker.

To mobilise a whole country on the
idea of nation was a herculean task and
from the seeds of nationalism sprang the
tree of Indian feminism in the nineteenth
century, the historical trajectory of which
can be traced by a synchronic study of
the women’s literature written during the
era of independence. The foundation for
women's rights was laid in the nineteenth-
century social-reform discourse, which
contained both nationalist aspirations and

teminist responses to patriarchy.

Women’s rights were first brought
to light by elite, literate men and scholars
who had the distinct imprint of western
movement of Enlightenment on their

minds and a knowledge of one’s own
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culture and scriptures. Looking at the
condition of women from the lens of
these liberating western ideologies filtered
through a knowledge of one’s own
scriptures, these men found the country
to have fallen from the grace of its
golden age and turned to what K. N.
Panikkar calls ‘cultural defence’ These
reformers vehemently criticised the inane
practices of child marriage, sati, women’s
illiteracy, polygamy, widow abuse and

widow celibacy.

One of the first Bengali reformers
was Ram Mohan Roy, who denounced
polygamy and sati through his Amitya
Sabha and Brahmo Samaj in 1828.
Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, petitioned to

legalize widow remarriage in Bengal in
the 1850s. Vishnusastri Pandit, D. K.
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Karve, and Viresalingam Pantulu started
widows' remarriage associations in
Bombay and Madras in the 1870s and
1880s. The Prarthana Samaj in 1867 and
Arya  Samaj propogated  women's
education and criticized misogynistic
marriage customs as detrimental to
female health. In 1896, Justice M. G.
Ranade and his wife Ramabai started the
Ladies Social Conference, a secular forum
within the Indian National Congress. B.
M. Malabari's tract on child brides and
widow abuse published in 1884 made the
English break out in cold sweat and in
1891 the British enacted the Scoble Bill,
raising the age of married girls for
consensual sex from ten to twelve in
India. Liberal Hindus like Raghunatha
Rao, M. G. Ranade, and Gopal Krishna
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Gokhale supported such legal reforms
while Bal Gangadhar Tilak opposed

colonial intervention in Hindu customs.

Soon enough, women showed up
on the political and intellectual fronts to
voice their opinions against stifling
traditions of patriarchy. Pioneer among
them was Pandita Ramabai Saraswati who
put women on the intellectual front by
becoming an adept Sanskrit scholar, thus
denouncing the long-perpetuated idea of
women’s intellectual inferiority. She
founded the first Indian feminist
organisation called Arya Mahila Sabha in
1881.Fiercely independent, her book
Stree Dharma Niti was written to finance
her studies in England. Although looking
back at it, the treatise seems like a

reconstruction of reinforced patriarchal
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ideas  reproduced in a refreshed
vocabulary for it proposes means and
ways of becoming a better woman, yet
there are definite deviations from the
conventional thought process in parts
where she asserts that the woman is more
than the roles imposed on her by the
society. She married outside her caste,
denounced caste system, voiced against
the ill-treatment of widows and
advocated for education of women.
Alienated from her own culture and
religion, she converted to Christianity.
Perhaps her greatest fete lies in reclaiming

authority to make her own decisions.

Angered by death trial awarded to
widow Vijaylaxmi for having killed her
own child by the sessions court which

was later revoked to transportation,
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Tarabai Shinde wrote the famous treatise
titled Stri Purush Tulana in 1882. Tarabai
Shinde recognised the root of this actin a
widespread malaise of the burden of
chastity heaped on women. Rampant at
the time were articles that focused on
proposing ideals of womanhood linking
the woman to domestic sphere. Meredith
Borthwick notes that the idea of a
‘bhadramahila’, which was a blend of
brahmanic ideal women and Victorian
women is evident in the expectation from
an ideal woman who is an angel in the
house and who helps his husband in work
at the same time, was colouring the
notion of woman in colonial India.
Shinde takes to paper to expose the
hypocrisy and duplicitously deceiving

nature inherent in the ideals like
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‘stridharma’ and “pativrata’ that are all one
-sided. She argues that the burden of
heaving all these ideas and ideals to its
end has been put on the woman while
men roam freely without any duty pinned
to them by custom, tradition or religion.
In the Introduction to her A Comparison
Between Women and Men, translated into
English by Rosalind O’ Hanlin, she
explicitly conveys the purpose of her

writing:

God brought this amazing universe into being, and he it
was also who created men and women both. So is it true
that only women’s bodies are home to all kinds of
human vices? Or have men got just the same fanlts as we
find in women? 1 wanted this to be shown clearly and
that's the reason 've written this small book fo defend
the honour of all my sister countrywomen. (pg.75)

At another level, the treatise aims at
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exposing the habits of men like
mindlessly aping the western standards of
tashion that were costing the cottage-
industries and by extension the nation
terribly. Unconsciously the writer had
inevitably linked the degrading status of
woman with the detrimental state of
Nation. This notion of the Nation as a
woman or goddess has been under a lot
of fire among the intelligentsia of the
soclety in recent times. Whatever might
be the fallout today of such a use, one
cannot deny that the cultural and
metaphoric symbol of Nation as a
goddess and woman was responsible for
mobilising a greater number of people
together to fight for the cause of nation.
They identified with the nation only by
torging a filial relation with it. Today, this
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notion has run its expiry and might need
revision for it has metaphoric culturally

misogynistic overtones to it.

Scholars like Gopal Guru and
Sharmila Rege recognise the significant
role played by Dalit feminism in
turthering the interests and rights of
women. In  “Dalit Women  Talk
Differently,” Guru opines that the Dalit
women are doubly marginalised and so
their predicament is different: “(...)dalit
men are reproducing the  same
mechanisms against their women which
their high caste adversaries had used to
dominate them.”(pg.2549) One such
torch bearer of Dalit feminism was
Savitribai Phule who radically advocated
the right to education for Dalit women.

She was the first Indian woman teacher,
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who along with her husband, Jyotirao
Phule established an indigenous school in
Pune. She likened the power of education
to the power of Tritiya Ratna, the third
eye or the power of discrimination. She
saw education as a spiritual tool that
could help the wielder to dismantle
hypocritic traditions unearthing the truth
behind it. She advocated the study of
English language to free oneself of the
shackles of insipid tradition. In Kavya

Phule she writes:

Cast away the yoke of custom
Prise open the doors of tradition
Learn to read and write
Good times have come.... mother English has arrived.
(g 82)
Her writings demonstrate the

imprint of folk songs, bhakti, poetry and
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the shayari. Ideas of liberty, equality and

humanism were propagated through her

writings.

In one of the poems named ‘Agyan’
Savitribal paints ignorance as enemy and

education as the liberator:

Just One eneny do we have today
Let’s thrash him and drive him away
The name of this enemy 1 shall tell
Listen carefully, harkens well Ignorance! (pg. 81)

She likened a person without
education to an animal. She advocated the
cultivation of self-reliance, confidence
and  right  discrimination  through

education in women:

We become animal without wisdom,
Sit idle no more, go, get education

End misery of the oppressed and forsaken,
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You've got a golden chance to learn
S0 learn and break the chains of caste.
Throw away the Brahman’s scriptures fast. (pg. 66)
She  outrightly  criticised  the
hegemonic Brahmanical interpretations
perpetuated in society about caste system

especially in the Manusmriti.

One  cannot talk of  the
development of Indian feminism by
omitting Kamini Roy’s oeuvres. Kamini
Roy was the first Indian woman to
graduate with honours in Sanskrit in
British  India. Her learned mind,
progressive ideology and zealous activism
for women empowerment distinguished
her as a woman ahead of her times. Her
poetry and writings are often seen as
futuristic and the tone and ideas are

resonant of the latter phase of feminism.
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In her essay ‘“The Fruit Tree of
Knowledge”, she openly exposes men’s
motive of retaining power as the reason
for supporting the second-class-citizen

behaviour with women:

“The male desire to rule is the primary, if not the only,
stumbling block to women’s enlightenment. ... But the
road to education for women is barred from before
becanse they will be embroiled in  domesticity and
household work. One who is born blind does not pine for
light. But one who has had a glimpse and then shut ont
of its radiance is infinitely more wretched. ... They are
extremely suspicions of women’s emancipation. Why?
The same old fear - Lest they become like us.” (pg. 106
107)
She became a member of Naari
Samaj in 1921 and raised her voice against
atrocities committed on women.In her

poem titled “ Thakurmar Chitti” or “The
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Grandmother’s letter” she posits the
precarious position of women who have
forgotten to be just woman given the
excessive identifications with the roles of
wives, daughters and sisters imposed on
them, through a conversation between
two  generations of women, the

granddaughter and the grandmother:

Grandmother: ‘Men and Women are different from one
another and are mutually complimentary. How can there
be absolute equality between them?... You are a mother,
a wife, a sister, the nerve-centre of home... If you get
involved with the sordid business of the outside world,
you will lose your feminity.’

Granddanghter: “The young generation does not accept
the doctrine that woman’s only destiny is wifehood and
motherhood. .. nor that her only place is in the howme. ..
why shonld a woman be confined to home and denied her

rightful place in society? ... Women of to-day desire,
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without  fear —or inbibitions, all round  self-

development.” (Roy, pg.113)
In her essay “The Modern Age and

the Modern Woman,” Sarat Kumari
Chaudharani, who was called ‘Lahorini’
by Rabindranath Tagore, notes the
accusations the modern woman faces in
the modern world. A measuring rod
made out of the glorified ideals of
women in the past made sweeter through
the distance of time is used to constantly
size up the modern woman which leads
to a loss of belongingness and identity in

women.

Her  most  celebrated  story
“Beloved, or Unloved?” exposes the
subtle internalisation and perpetuation of
patriarchal notions by women. Helene

Cixous asserts in her “The Laugh of the
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Medusa”, that the biggest crime
patriarchy has committed against women
is that it has turned women against
women. This is exactly what Sarat Kumari
Chaudharani writes against in her story.
She reveals the intense fetish of Indian
mothers for a son, that they do not regard
daughters as living beings or children and
are sometimes filled with rage to end
their lives. She delineates how women
would be celebrated as a mother only if
she had a son. She compares the all-
inclusive love of Mother Earth to the
tlimsy, discriminatory love of a mother

towards her son:

“They lay there, enveloped in their mother’s love, their
cares all forgotten. There was no discrimination here:
their mother held all equally dear.... His wife wouldn’t
pick the baby up; she took it in her arms only after a lot
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of coaxing, and even then said she'd throttle
it.” (Women Writing in India, pg. 263, trans. by
Bagehi)

She paints the younger women as
more progressive, questioning relevance
of the stifling customs and traditions.
Perbha and Haridasi unequivocally
question the reason behind celebrating a
son’s life when all help and support
comes from daughters. But, the process
of dehypnotization is definitely a time-
taking process for the freer ones have still
not tasted freedom. The story also enlists
many stereotypes liketall women have
lesser prospects of getting married for
they are treated as aesthetic objects than
beings. The changing scenario of the
woman question 1s also depicted in the

story. The narrator herself is shown fond
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of her daughter, but her objective
observation rendered in the form of the
story burdens her with the harsh realities
of the world where a woman is
discriminated against and her status is

always subservient to that of the man.

Another trailblazer, Begum Rokeya
Sakhawat Hossain paved the way for the
onset of second wave of feminism
through her feminist utopia Sultana’s
Dream.The narrator envisions a world
free of the ills of patriarchy where
women have a say in the social and
political system. She wuses the very
stereotypes that had been wused to
suppress the woman so far to reverse the
power dynamics between the mardana
and the zenana. In her feminist utopian

wotld, the men look after the kitchen and
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their movements are restricted leading to
a drop in crime rate infesting the society
while the woman take care of the nation.
Through the use of diffused humour the
narrator shows ecofeminist concerns by
linking the exploitation of nature to
exploitation of women and drawing a
scenic, verdant image of the nation under
the rule of women as opposed to the war
-ridden, barren, depleted nation under the

rule of men and patriarchy.

This was the birth of first phase or
wave of feminism in India. From 1850-
1915 is called the first wave of feminism.
It emulated the clarion call for basic
rights of women like its western
counterpart. It did not directly attack
patriarchy. It snowballed the issue of

women’s upliftment through a reform in
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education, domestic, legal and political

scenario.

The second wave of feminism that
spans from 1916-1945 is marked by the
emergence of many feminist groups and
organisations that worked for women
empowerment at a larger scalelike All
India Women’s Conference (AIWC) and
National Federation of Indian

Women (NFIW).

Nationalism became closely allied
to the movement of feminism in this
phase. Sarojini Naidu became the first
woman Governor of Uttar Pradesh and
her call to freedom put the participation
of women on the centre stage.
Reclaiming power to women she

tamously claimed in her speech titled
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“Education of Indian Woman” that”
“The hands that rocked the cradle is the power that
rules the world,”(Speeches and Writings of
Sarojini Naidu,pg.13) At another place
she 1s seen claiming that Az zhis great moment
of stress and striving, when the Indian races are seeking
for the ultimate unity of a common national ideal, it is
well for us to remember that the success of the whole
movement lies centred in what is known as the woman
question. 1t is not you but we who are the true nation-
builders.” (pg.11) Raising her voice against
skewed and discriminatory education
system that caters differently to the
women she said: “What," they cried, "' educate
our women “? What, then, will become of  the
comfortable  domestic ideals as exemplified by the
luscions "halwa' and the savoury 'omelette'?" Others,
again, were neither " for Jove nor for Jehovah," but were

for compromise, bringing forward a whole syllabus of
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compromises. "' Teach this," they said, " and not that."
But, my friends, in the matter of education yon cannot
Sflay thus far and no further.”(pg.12) Although
she denied bearing the tag of feminism,
her writings and speeches have been
seminal in forging a link between Indian
Nationalism and feminism calling women
to action in the struggle for

Independence.

Mahatma Gandhi’s strong
emergence on the political front garnered
extensive women participation in the
treedom struggle for his appreciation of
teminine qualities like tolerance, sacrifice
and care and patience that found a place
in Gandhi’s political stance of satyagrah
and swaraj towards the British rule.
Although one cannot deny that the hands

that freed women also tied them down to

IS &1 3d e 398



such essentialist notions of being a
female which fetters the feminine psyche

till date.

A significantly radical approach to
the question of woman was adopted by
Ismat Chughtai, an emerging face on the
Urdu literary scenario. Her writing bore a
mark of realism for she belonged to the
Progressive Writers” Movement and her
women characters were radical deviations
from the accepted norm. They expressed
their sexuality freely and at times also
brusquely. Her ideology was based on the
fact that the roles imposed on women led
to a dissociation of identity with her own
body. Through her writing, she
metaphorically reclaimed women’s right
to their body and in this acceptance of

the body and writing the body, she
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resembled the French feminists. The
short story “The Quilt” which was
published in 1942, garnered a lot of
critical flak for its homosexual overtones.
Her stories were based in Muslim culture
and milieu and she did not hesitate to
expose the hypocrisy in the marriage
system through the marriage of Nawab
and Begum Jaan in “The Quilt”. Her
unflinching depiction of Begum Jaan’s
brimming sexuality symbolically depicted
by an itch which could only be relieved by
Rabbu’s massage, the narrator’s sexual
overtures with Begum Jaan and the
symbol of the quilt were quite
revolutionary  for its time. The
characteristic features of radical feminism
in her writings places her more in the

post-independence era of feminism.
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Literature gradually became a space
where women could assert their
independence and simultaneously use it
as a tool to negotiate political, social and
domestic space for themselves in the

society too.

While it is true that many feminists
outrightly contributed to the national
struggle for freedom like Sarala Devi,
Savitribai Phule, Sarojini Naidu and
Kamini Roy, it would be amiss to belittle
the efforts of many female freedom
tighters who never wore the badge of
feminism, but worked tirelessly for the
freedom of nation and instilled strength
in the feminists to pursue the woman
question like Uda Devi, Rani Laxmi Bai,

Matangini Hazra, Kanaklata Barua, Aruna
Asit Ali, Moolmati, Lakshmi Sehgal and
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many more whose efforts are equally

laudable.
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he last decades of 19th
century and the early
20th century, witnessed
a national awakening in
India, in all fields, viz. literature, arts,

political ~ thought, philosophy, India
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witnessed a Renaissance of sorts, when a
hundred flowers bloomed, and ideas
flourished. This Renaissance would lay
the foundation for the Nationalist
movement, that ultimately led to the
freedom of India. This movement also
witnessed the flourishing of scientific
thought in India. Most of the Indian
scientists, had to fight a twin battle,
against discrimination, as well having hard
to put up with outdated equipment. And
yet it was in such circumstances they
emerged, men like C. V. Raman, S. N.
Bose, Prafulla Chandra Ray, Srinivasa
Ramanujan. The  patriotic  fervour
exhibited by several scientists in imperial
India added to the spirit of the nationalist
movement. And in this pantheon of

greats was one man who was a league
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unto himself, Acharya Jagadish Chandra
Bose, one of the greatest Indian scientists
of the modern era. Jagadish Chandra
Bose is a patriot who realised importance
of Scientific research in National
Development. In this paper the life,
education, resistance to British hegemony
and scientific legacy of Jagadish Chandra

Bose are discussed.

INTRODUCTION

Jagadish  Chandra Bose (30th
November, 1858 — 23rd November, 1937)
was the first Indian to establish an
international scientific reputation. He was
a biologist, physicist, botanist and an early
writer of science fiction. He pioneered
the investigation of radio and microwave

optics, made significant contributions to
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plant science, and laid the foundations of
experimental science in the Indian
subcontinent. IEEE named him one of
the fathers of radio science. Bose is
considered the father of Bengali science
fiction, and also invented the
crescograph, a device for measuring the
growth of plants. A crater on the moon
has been named in his honour. He
founded Bose Institute, a premier
research institute of India and also one
of its oldest. Established in 1917, the
institute was the first interdisciplinary
research centre in Asia. He served as the
Director of Bose Institute from its
inception until his death, a decade before

his country achieved independence.
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EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

On the 30th November, 1858,
Jagadish Chandra was born, in a
respectable Hindu family, which hails
from village Rarikhal, situated in the
Vikrampur Pargana of the Dacca District,
in Bengal (now Bangladesh). Little
Jagadish received his first lesson in a
village pathshala. His father, who had
very advanced views in educational
matters, instead of sending him to an
English School, which was then regarded
as the only place for efficient instruction,
sent him to the vernacular village school
for his early education. After he had
developed, in the pathshala, some power
of observation, some power of reasoning
and some power of expression through

the healthy medium of his own mother

IS &1 3d e 408



tongue, young Jagadish was sent to an

English School for education.

In 1879 received his bachelor’s
degree from Saint Xavier’s College. In
1880 was travelled to England with the
intention of studying medicine. However
with the encouragement of Lord
Rayleigh, he decided instead to enrol in
Christ’s College, Cambridge to pursue
Pure Science. He received B. A. degree
from Cambridge and B. S. degree from
London University in 1884 and was

awarded the D. S. degree from London in
1896.

RESISTANCE TO BRITISH
HEGEMONY

After  having completed  his

education abroad, Bose return to
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Calcutta. In pre-independent India the
environment was not conducive to higher
studies, much less to research. Indians
were allowed only subordinate posts and
even those who had distinguished
themselves abroad were given less salary
than the Europeans of the same grade
and rank. Bose became the first Indian
professor of Physics at Presidency
College, Calcutta on the 7th January, 1885
and it was there he came face to face with
the discrimination Indians suffered.
When he was appointed as Physics
professor, it was opposed by Britishers
like Charles Tawney, the principal of
Presidency. Fortunately there were others
like the then viceroy Lord Ripon, and
Professor Fawcett, economist who knew

Bose well, who backed him.
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Although he was appointed in Class
IV of the then Bengal Educational
Service, (which afterwards merged in the
present Indian Educational Service), he
was not admitted to the full scale of pay
of the Service. The Indian professors
there were paid 1/3rd of what the British
professors got with comparable duties.
When he discovered this, then he refused
to take any salary at all for 3 years, yet
continued to teach on the grounds that
teaching was an honour. The government
authorities yielded within a year to that
particular example of what Gandhi later
made famous as ‘“‘active non violence”.
This humiliating distinction was, removed
in his case, when the bureaucracy could
not any longer ignore the pressure of

enlightened opinion that was brought to
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bear on it. The administration eventually
absorbed Bose as a faculty, abolishing a
two-tier pay-scale for higher-education

teachers based on their nativity.

Not only this, till the Royal Society
recognised Bose, the college authorities
refused him any research facility and
considered his work as purely private. J.
C. Bose was unorthodox in one more
sense. He also was not given the proper
facilities for research, and he had to
improvise his own equipment. He got
over this by creating a makeshift
laboratory at home and would pursue his
research after college. Most of his salary
went into his laboratory and equipment
and he lived rather frugally. His research
was conducted in a small 24 square feet

room, in Presidency, with some rather
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rudimentary equipment.

He was one of the first among the
modern scientists to take to
interdisciplinary research. He started as a
physicist but his interest in electrical
responses took him to plant physiology.
To fight for a place and recognition in the
scientific circles in Britain was no less
difficult than fighting against the
administrative absurdities of a colonial
government. But, Bose persisted and his

resistance won to British hegemony:.
SCIENTIFIC LEGACY

In 1894, Bose for the first time gave
a demonstration of microwaves at the
Kolkata Town Hall, whereby he ignited
gunpowder and rang a bell at a distance

of using the microwaves. In 1895 he
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published his findings in “On the
polarisation of Electric Rays by Double
Reflecting Crystals” at the Asiatic Society
of Bengal, his first research paper. Within
a year in 1896, one of his other papers
“On the Determination of the Indices of
Refraction of Sulphur for the Electric
Ray” was published by Royal Society of
London, and it was probably the first
time, papers by an Indian were published
in a Western scientific periodical. The
scientific community now sat up and took
notice of him, he was given the Doctor
of Science degree and the British
Government came forward to help him
monetarily. Bose shattered the myth that
only the West was good at science, while
the Indians were fit only for religious and
spiritual studies. The fact that Bose
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managed to achieve so much with pretty
rudimentary equipment, and in the face
of discrimination, made his achievement,

that much more remarkable.

One thing that needs to be
understand, is that Bose was primarily
secking to study the nature of radio
microwave optics, he was not really keen
on the radio. He was the first to use a
semiconductor junction to detect radio

waves.

He never saw science as a means of
monetary benefit, for him it was used to
benefit mankind. He could easily have
had made a fortune just by patenting his
inventions, but he was never interested in
it. This 1s the reason, why Marconi gets

the credit for radio, though it was Bose
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who actually first demonstrated its
practical application. He openly laid out
the design for his coherer for others to
adopt, and refused to take patent for it.
His philosophy was very simple,
knowledge was not any one’s personal
property and any could use the fruits of

his work.

In 1900 he bought out a paper “On
the Similarity Responses of Inorganic and
Living Matter” at the Paris International
Conference, where he compared the
responses of living tissues with inorganic
matter. In a sense Bose was giving a more
scientific touch to the old Eastern
philosophy of the basic unity of all living
beings. Swami Vivekananda who was in
Paris, then, went to hear Bose at the

Congtress, and highly praised him for his
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work. Rabindra Nath Tagore also
appreciated Bose work in the form of a

poem.

His major contribution to the field
of Biophysics, was his demonstration of
the electrical nature of stimuli in plants,
to say wounds or chemical agents, which
till then was assumed to be chemical in
nature. He was one of the first to study
action of microwaves in plant tissues,
changes in the cell membrane. He also
did pioneering research work in the
seasonal effect mechanism on plants,
effect of temperature and comparative
study of fatigue response in metals as
well as plants. He documented a
characteristic electrical response curve of
plants to stimuli as well as absence of

response in plants treated with anesthetic
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or poison.

One of Boses most significant
inventions was the Crescograph, an
instrument that could measure the
growth of a plant, as small as 1/100,000
inch per second. His pioneering work on
plant stimuli would be the basis for many
tields like Physiology, Chronobiology and
Cybernetics.

In 1915, Bose retired as Professor
of Physics, he had actually got a 2 year
extension in recognition of his services.
Even after retirement, the Government
made him as Professor Emeritus on full
pay, instead of giving him pension as per
the standard practice. Bose did not give
up on his research work even after

retirement and kept working on it till the
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end of his life. Having experienced the
struggle of doing research without
proper equipment, in 1917 Bose
developed a fully fledged research
institute and laboratory for aspiring
scientists in Kolkata. For Bose the
institute would be a centre for advancing
original thought, where people would
research, discover and then share their
knowledge for the betterment of

mankind.

Jagadish  Chandra  Bose  was
however more than a mere scientist, he
was also a writer, an author, a polymath, a
connoisseur of fine arts. He was a writer
of science fiction too, and has often been
called the father of Bengali Science
Fiction. He wrote “Niruddesher Kahani”

in 1896, a very famous short story and his
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“Palatak Toophan” was one of the first

works in Bengali science fiction.

In the history of science, Bose has
been credited with the invention of
wireless detection device as well as a
pioneer in the field of biophysics. A small
impact crater of 91 kilometres diameter, on
the far side of the Moon is named after
Bose to recognise his achievements in the
field of wireless telecommunications in
particular, which are said to have paved the
way for the satellite communication. His
work on the millimetre band radio has been
recognized by IEEE as a milestone in the
field of Electrical Engineering, the first
time an Indian has got that honor. Today
Jagadish Chandra Bose is no longer around
us, physically, but his legacy shall endure

forevet.
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