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It was governed by the

Gram panchayats, which
were self-governing units.

The village communities of

Chhattisgarh which were
unnaovas in Kalchuri,
suffered a setback during
the Maratha rule and after
that they came to an end
under British rule. In 1861
AD, when the central
provinces was established
as a separate province.
Then, there was a new
beginning  of the
administration of rural and
urban areas, accordingly
the first Municipal Act in
the Central Provinces was
passed in 1873, it remained
till 1883,

7 Research Article

e —

e

Democracy is considered to be the best form of
government, because of public participation in
decision making process for establish this better, a
decentralized system of local autonomous institutions
was started in India. In India, this decentralization has
happened at the grassroots level, and through the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment, one third of the seats have
been reserved for women in these institutions, as a
result of which at present lakhs of women are playing
their role as panchayat representatives, leading to rural
self-government. Women’s political participation has
increased and women’s leadership has developed.
The Panchayat Raj Act implemented in Madhya
Pradesh was implemented in Chhattisgarh, which was
named as Chhattisgarh Panchayat Raj Act, 1993,
which became the basis of the present local self
government system in Chhattisgarh. Since 2008,
Panchayati Raj Amendment Act has increased the
seats reserved for women from 33 percent to 50
percent, this amendment is a revolutionary step for
the participation of women in rural development
programs, whose positive changes will be seen in the
coming times.

KEY WORDS: Political Participation,
Reservation, Rural Self-Government, Democratic
Decentralization,

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Since ancient times, Chhattisgarh has a tradition
of getting justice through panchayats. Gram
Panchayat existed even during the Maratha regime.
The Gautiya of the village used to call a meeting
of the Panchayat to settle the mutual dispute.
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