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Abstract

Indian federal system is unique in nature and its working to accommodate such heterogeneous society
in a unified way yet there are so many transformations occurred since Independence which led to the
centralised tendencies to cooperative nature between the two levels of government. Over the time the
federal features of India have evolved into a principle of co-operation and a visible shift is seen
towards states as they become equal stakeholders in the federal system.
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cooperative federalism
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Introduction

In the federal system powers of government
are divided between the center and its units in
such a way that each government is
independent in its sphere. The term
“Federalism™ is derived from the Latin word
“foedus” meaning covenant. It connotes the
theory or advocacy of federal political orders,
where final authority is divided between sub-
units (states) and a center. Federations here
mean to involve divisions of authority,
typically entrenched in the constitution which
neither a sub-unit nor the territorial center can
alter unilaterally. An attempt has been made in
this research paper to trace the origin of
federalism and the nature of federal structure
of India after Independence, to evaluate the
contemporary tendencies of Indian federalism.
The constitution of the U.S.A. drafted in 1767
is the oldest federal constitution, The motive
forces which promoted federalism amongst the
several colonies were defence and the felt need
to keep down economic barriers among them.
The U.S. Constitution follows a simple method
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for dividing power between the Centre and the
states. There is only one list enumerating the
powers of the Central Government and the rest
of the powers are left to the states.! U.S.A.
adopted a federal system comprising 50 states
and a federal (central) government. The
constitution provided for the division of power
between federal and state governments.

In Australia federal structure was adopted as a
process by which the six separate self-
governing colonies of New South Wales,
Queensland  South  Australia, Tasmania,
Victoria, and Western Australia formed one
nation. The states kept the system  of
government that they had developed. The
federal government (central) was responsible
for matters concerning the whole nation. When
the constitution of Australia came into force,
in January 1901, the colonies collectively

became states of the Commonwealth of
. 2
Australia.*

In the case of Canada (1867) the federal
system has been adopted as the main
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