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Bonbibi and Cetology: The Conflyepc,
of the Mythic and the Scientific in. ;
Amitav Ghosh’s The H, ungtry Tide

Maitrayee Mista

Amitav Ghosh’s novel The Hungry Tide (2004), published quite
coincidentally in the yeat of the Tsunami (26 Decembet, 2004)
in the Indian Ocean, is ptimarily set in the Sundarbans — the
archipelago in the Ganges delta in the southernmost part of
West Bengal. The abundance of ‘Heriteria Minor’ or Sundad
rrees has made this region literally the “beautiful forest” — the
Sundarbans which holds the wotld’s largest mangrove forest
with a vadety of flora and fauna. YAI_E?_JE{IQ‘YP_ ‘as the
Bhatirdesh’, this terrain has a ‘mutating’ and ‘unpredictable’
(HT 7) tidal eco-system that controls the biosphere as well as
rhf: life and cultural identity of the people living in that area In
‘t‘};l:d a:fgecll, Ghoshtells his readers that apart from th‘“
inhﬁbima ';e- ml:ld and mangrove” (HT 51) and the predato‘r‘s
shapes tﬁe re;c.glonl’ﬂthe CUllt of Bonbibi — the forest Godd“i“‘“:
subaltern Peasaiito el Lo 2o Hicle & ITL
etc). Alongside thf Sundarbans (for example, Fokit, Ho®"

e introduction of this myth of Bonbibh
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