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Glenn D’Cruz’s Where are you coming from, Sir?:
Memoir of ‘Routed’ Identities

Saurabh Kumar Singh & Ashutosh Singh

‘If you ever forget you are a Jew, a gentile will remind you® (Joseph
Heller)

India’s relationship with Australia has spanned over three centuries.
Both the countries share a common thread of relationship in terms of their
colonial experiences. Several British families were given land grants, after
service in India and brought many Indian servants with them. Later on
many Indians went to Australia as contracted labourers on vegetable farms,
and sugar plantations. Over the period of time, the relationship between
these two countries was framed by politics, policies, and attitudes derived
from the British Empire. In order to safeguard the rights of high and
standard ‘white settlers’, in the beginning of 20" century ‘White Australian
Policy’ instituted ‘Restriction Act’ which was passed to check the influx
of workers specially people of colour including white in some cases. This
law was later on repealed in 1947 at a time when Australia needed cheap
labourers. In the wake of this Anglo-Indians were given special
consideration to enter into the territory of Australia.

Glenn D’ Cruz happens to be the child of Anglo-Indians migrants in
Australia. His story —-memoir Where are you coming from, Sir? which first
appeared in Visibly Different: Face, Place and Race (2007) expresses his
deep concerns and dilemma over his mixed and hybrid identities. As an
Anglo Indian he has been comfortable neither in his motherland (India)
nor in his fatherland (England). This memoir essays his trials and
tribulations; his violent victimization; and mental anguish and resentment
over his exodus from India to England. He finally receives some
consolation; his mind and body breathes in new air and new light after
reaching Australia. But the questioning attitude remains intact as he is
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