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ABSTRACT

The Green Revolution in India was initiated in t.he

1960s by introducing high-yielding varieties of rice

and wheat to increase food production in order to

alleviate hunger and poverty. In this first swave"

of the Green Revolution was largely confined

in wheat crop and in northern India such as

Punjab, resulting in a limited contribution to

overall economic development of the country.

On the contrary, the agricultural growth in the

1980s (the second ,wave” of the Green

Revolution) involved almost all the crops
including rice and covered the whole country,
it enabled to raise rural income and alleviate
rural poverty substantially. Such a rise of rural
India as a ,market®™ for non-agricultural
products and services was an important pre-
requisite for the rapid economic growth based
on non-agricultural sectors."But the production
of other food crops such as indigenous rice
varieties and millets declined. This led to the loss
of distinct indigenous crops from cultivation and
also caused extinction.
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