
Research Design and Methods in International Relations 
Course Objectives 
The overarching course objective is for each student to 

Ph.D. Elective Paper-4 

1. understand the terminology of social science research. 
2. identify the components of a research design. 
3. be familiar with basic methods commonly used in International Relations. 
4. develop research questions and apply appropriate methods for research. 
5. be aware of the ethical principles and challenges of social science research. 

Syllabus Structure 

Unit-I: Understanding IR: Theories and Approaches 
Major concepts, scope, and nature of International Relations and Area Studies 

Theories: Realist, Liberal, Marxist and Critical Theories of IR and Area Studies 
" Approaches: Western and Non-Western 

Unit-II: Logic of Inquiry in IR Research 

Epistemologies: Empiricism & Social Constructivism 
Unit-III: Understanding the Methodology 

Clusters of methodology: qualitative & quantitative 
Research Design -I: Qualitative 

Research Design-II: Quantitative 
Unit-IV: Understanding the Method 

Case Study Method-I: Definition and Case Selection 
Case Study Method-II: Process tracing and Theory Building 
Data Processing and Discourse analysis 

Course Outcomes 

After successfully completing the course, students should be able to: 
CO1:understand how to design a qualified International Relation research project, 
CO2: read and evaluate existing IR scholarship, 
CO3:orient themselves within the IR academic community and participate meaningfully in 
the on-going debates, 
CO4:understand the basics of the most common statistical methods used in IR, 
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(05:comprchend interpretivist and critical social rescarch projects and acquire basic interpretive analytical skills 
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