Pre-Ph.D. Coursework Syllabus

Research Methodology

Course Objectives

* To familiarize students with the basic concepts and approaches to the study of research
methodology.

* To acquaint students with the basics of research methods, techniques, and approaches and to
assist in the accomplishment of exploratory as well as result oriented research studies.

* To help students to identify the research problem and start asking the right questions with a
goal of improving their ability to make a logical argument.
To assist students to learn various research techniques (qualitative and quantitative).

¢ To train students in the process of writing various academic and popular writings.

® To sensitize students of research ethics.

Syllabus Structure

Unit-I: Foundations of Research
* Human Inquiry and Science
* Paradigms, Theory, and Social Research
® The Ethics and Politics of Social Research
* Characteristics of scientific method
Unit-1I: Problem Identification and Formulation
* Explanation and Causation
® Research Question
e Literature Review
* Hypothesis: Importance, logic, and testing
Unit-I11: Research Techniques
* Qualitative and quantitative research
* Policy oriented problem specific research in Political Science
* Experimental and Formal Research Methods
¢ Case studies and comparative research
¢ Content analysis and historical analysis

e Direct observation, field studies and archival research

Unit-IV: Research Design and Report Writing

® Analyzing primary and secondary documents
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* Data presentation and preliminary analysis, interpretation of data

* Research Design and writing the report
® Organizing and Mapping Arguments

® Presenting the Material: citation, references, notes

Course Outcomes
After completion of their course the students will be able to understand:
CO1:Familiar with the basic concepts of research methodology.

CO2:Acquainted with the basics of research methods, techniques and approaches of research.
CO3:Identify the research problem and formulate research questions and hypothesis.
CO4:The process of writing various academic and popular writings,

COS:Fundamentals of research ethics.
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